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The English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program was established by Federal Law 
Title III.  It requires all school districts in the nation to provide special English tutorial services 
to children with limited English proficiency, grades K to 12, who come from bilingual homes 
(where a non-English language is spoken). 

The purpose of the ESOL program is to help these children develop higher levels of English 
proficiency, enough to successfully handle the regular school curriculum.  Bilingual students 
often come to the Hillsboro area with some conversational English. However, they lack literacy 
in academic vocabulary for reading and writing, due to their foreign language background. 

In the Hillsboro-Deering School District, ESOL lessons are mostly conducted on a “one-on-one” 
basis (one teacher with one student) during “pullout” sessions from their regular classroom.  
Lessons are tailored to the individual needs of the student, in coordination with their regular 
teacher(s). 

ESOL students are now referred to as English Language Learners (ELLs).  During this 2012-2013 
school year, there are 9 ELL students: 3 in the Elementary School; 4 in the Middle School; 2 in the 
High School.  Their language backgrounds are Spanish, Haitian Creole, Chinese and Greek. 

ESOL instructors in New Hampshire were required by the Department of Education to retake three 
training courses for administration of the annual English proficiency test called ACCESS.  Upon 
completion of these courses, the district’s ESOL Tutor/Coordinator was recertified to give this test to 
the District’s ELLs. 

To exit from the ESOL program, ELLs must attain the following ACCESS test scores: a minimum 
score of 4.0 on each of the four domain tests (listening, speaking, reading and writing); and an 
overall ACCESS score of 5.0. The ACCESS test includes components for testing the student’s 
knowledge of mathematics. 

ACCESS test scores are not received from the University of Wisconsin until May each year.  
They determine which ELL students have enough English proficiency to exit the ESOL program; 
and those students which will require continued ESOL tutorial services the following school 
year. 

In the event the parents of a Limited English Proficiency (LEP) student do not grant permission 
for ESOL lessons, the student will not receive services from the District, but will remain on the 
official records of the New Hampshire Department of Education, identified as a LEP student 
pursuant to Title III regulations. 
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There is a possibility that 4 ELLs will be leaving Hillsboro before next school year.  Other ELLs may 
be successful in passing the ACCESS test and exit the program. For these reasons, there may be a 
significant reduction in ESOL enrollment next school year. 

Overall, ELL students in the Elementary, Middle and High Schools have shown progress and are 
achieving better grade level marks in their English/Literacy curriculum.  

                                                       Walter C. Sterling, Jr. 
                                                        ESOL Tutor & Coordinator 
                                                        Hillsboro-Deering School District 
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